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Announcements 


WE ARE LIVE! 


The May General Meeting 
May 12, 2022 7:00 PM PST 


At WEMS 


Our presentation for May is 


Dick Norton, N6AA 
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nee From the Desk of the President 
Larry Mallek, K6YUI 


President 
Larry Mallek, K6YUI 


Vice Prosident Well here we are again starting a new month. 


John Schroeder, N6EQQ 
Sorry that so many of you missed the meeting in April. We only had a few at din- 


Treasurer ner and only about 19 members show up for the live meeting, but there were some 
Bill Kendrick, N6RV really great prizes won by those that were there. | think that everyone enjoyed the 
double movies that we had. | don’t know what N6QQ has for us in May but | am 


Secretary ae 
sure it will be great. 


Don Minkoff, NK6A 


Director | just received my Weekly DX news letter and am sorry to find that a really great 
Bill Erickson, NGMXU = =DXER has become a SK. G3SXW, Roger Western. | for one have worked him 


; many times and h e will be missed, Rest in piece my friend. 
Director 


Jeff Wolf, K6JW 
| sure hope that we have a better showing at the May meeting. 


Director 
Mark Weiss, K6FG 73 de Larry Mallek, K6YUI 
President, Southern California DX Club 
APPOINTEES 


Repeater Chair 
Chip Angle, N6CA 


Newsletter Editor 
Bill Kendrick, N6RV 


Webmaster 
Jim Shryne, N6DHZ 


May Calendar 


May 7 ARI International DX Contest 

May 4 SPDX Contest Cancelled 

May 12 Club Meeting WEMS 

May 14 CQ-M International DX Contest 
May 14 VOLTA WW RTTY Contest 

May 21 His Maj. King of Spain Contest CW 
May 27 CQWPX Contest CW 


For more contest Info see: http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html 
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VP May 2022 Blurb 
John Schroeder, N6QQ 


Welcome to May, 2022 


Our first meeting in April, after two years, was a success. It was great to see everyone. Thanks to Mel, 
K6SY for setting up our meeting site. 


Latest news from ARRL - ClubLog is now a Trusted Partner. You will be able to upload your log from 
Club to LOTW. Club Log has become the first logging service to achieve Trusted Partner™ status for Log- 
book of the World® (LOTW), ARRL and Club Log have announced. Radio amateurs holding LoTW 
“callsign certificates” who have uploaded logs to ClubLog now can readily cross-post them to the highly 
secure LoTW — world’s largest repository for confirming Amateur Radio contact. Under ClubLog, you will 
need to login under "LoTW Sync". You will need to up load your current p12 log from LOTW. | am still 
looking into the method to upload the p12 file. 


Bands are going great - SFI is above 160 and SN is hitting 120. So far, 6 meters is still sleeping. This is 
late in the F2 season, after the TEP season, and early for the Es season. Wait until next fall. It is going to 
be like Cycle 19! 


We are looking forward to see many more members and friends at our May meeting. 


73 and Good DXing! 
John, N6QQ (562-404-1112 -- if you can find a speaker) 


https://www.qrz.com/db/n6qq 
ARRL and CQ QSL card checker 
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Rumors on the Band 


Again we see some really rare ones on the horizon. There is a few months left before the summer dol- 
drums and 6 meter sporadic E season starts in earnest. 


CADXA Most Wanted DXCC Entities 


Start Date 


End Date Information 


VE7VR HF 


OM5ZW 80-10m CW SSB RTTY FT8 


Botswana A25VR Now 
Mauritius 3B8/OM5ZW Now 
Azerbaijan 4K7DK 2-May 


Andaman Isl VU4W 3-May 


DK1DKE 80-10m SSB FT8 


San Andreas Isl | HK0/PY8WW 6-May 


ClubLog Most Wanted DXCC Rankin 


16-May YL2GM VU2CDP VU2CPL 160-10m 
12-May PY8WW 40-6m 


ClubLog Top 30 Most Wanted Entities 


1P5 
2 3Y/B 
3 FT5/W 
4 BS7H 
5 CEOX 
6 BV9P 
7 KH7K 
8 KH3 
9 3Y/P 
10 FT5/X 
11 FT/G 
12 VKOM 
13 YVO 
14 KH4 
15 ZS8 
16 PYOS 
17 PYOT 
18 KP5 
19 SV/A 
20 VP8S 
21 KH5 
22 ZL9 
23 EZ 
24 FK/C 
25 YK 
26 JD/M 
27 VKOH 
28 FT/T 
29 ZL8 
30 KH8/S 


DPRK (NORTH KOREA) 

BOUVET ISLAND 

CROZET ISLAND 

SCARBOROUGH REEF 

SAN FELIX ISLANDS 

PRATAS ISLAND 

KURE ISLAND 

JOHNSTON ISLAND 

PETER 1 ISLAND 

KERGUELEN ISLAND 

GLORIOSO ISLAND 

MACQUARIE ISLAND 

AVES ISLAND 

MIDWAY ISLAND 

PRINCE EDWARD & MARION ISLANDS 
SAINT PETER AND PAUL ROCKS 
TRINDADE & MARTIM VAZ ISLANDS 
DESECHEO ISLAND 

MOUNT ATHOS 

SOUTH SANDWICH ISLANDS 
PALMYRA & JARVIS ISLANDS 

NEW ZEALAND SUBANTARCTIC ISLANDS 
TURKMENISTAN 

CHESTERFIELD IS. 

SYRIA 

MINAMI TORISHIMA 

HEARD ISLAND 

TROMELIN ISLAND 

KERMADEC ISLAND 

SWAINS ISLAND 
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SCDXC Lifetime Standings 


Total Current Slots Rank 
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9H BS7H CX 
BU CcYo 
9K BV9P cy9 


BY D2 
9M2 c2 D4 
9M6 C3 D6 


9X CEOX ES/N 
CEOY E5/S 


A2 CE0Z E6 


Chart Legend 


Very Active Entity Not Yet Worked 


iticwe rim Entity Worked This Year by aMember 


Black / White 
Entity with Announced DXpedition 


Black / Yellow | Rarely Active Entity Not Yet Worked 
Black / Red 


Deleted Entit 


Well, April was a banner month! The 
SFI exceeded 150! All bands were wide 
open. The Indian Ocean and Middle 
East were worked from 10 meters up! 
Fifteen plus entities were added by sev- 
eral club members! The top five have 
already crossed the 200 barrier and the 
top 20 are at DXCC! Our two leaders 
are in the ClubLog top 10 at #3 and #7 
respectively. The second pack are trail- 
ing below #40. 


If you haven’t beem on the air them you 
have missed some of the best propaga- 
tion in years! The bands are staying 
open all night. At least three are open 
to Europe and the Middle East any time 
of the day. Even long path has been 
productive not to mention CW and SSB! 


VK9SL VU4 
VK9M VU7 
VKON 


XT 
VP2E XU 
VP2M XW fr4=y 
VP2V XX9 
VP5 XZ 
VP6 


VP6/D 
HH JD1/M KP1 


HI JD1/0 KP2 
HK JT 
Jw 
JX 
JY SV/A TR VKOH 
SV5 TT VKOM 
sv9 TU VK9C 


2022 Get Schroeder Leaders 


SCDXC Get Schroeder Standings 2022 
| 2022 Total EntitiesWorked | 284 


Rank Call 160 80 60 40 30 20 17 15 12 10 6 Total Slots YRS 
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Deleted ARRL DXCC Entities 


We move on to the eighth deleted entity on the ARRL DXCC list, Tibet. The seventh deleted entity and the 
eighth entity, Tibet, are closely linked and have something to do with Gus Browning. 


Again, we recommend everyone bookmark the Dokufunk website list of Deleted Entity Operations. It is a 
great resource! 


Deleted Entity Operations 
Again, Jim McCook, W6YA produced a set of presentations on a large number of the deleted entities. 


Finding the Deleted Ones Part 1 
Finding the Deleted Ones Part 2 


Prefix 


Ruanda-Urundi 
Sikkim 


Manchuria 
Tangier 

Damao, Diu 

Goa 

Portuguese Timor 


Tibet is located in East Asia. It encompasses a large portion of the Himalayas 
including Mount Everest and rests on the Tibetan plain. It is the highest area 
on earth. The average elevation is 14,000 feet. 


It is claimed that humans inhabited the region 21,000 years ago during the 
Paleolithic period. The inhabitants were then supplanted by Neolithic immi- 
grants around 3000 BC. The Tibetan people still carry the genetic traits of 
both groups. 


Early history is steeped in lore and myth. It is said that there were several 
kingdoms before the rise of the Tibetan empire which began in 604 AD. Bud- 
dhism became the state religion shortly after. By 750 AD China, even back 
then, almost subdued the region however the great general Gao Xianzhi, who 
defeated the Arabs and Quarluqs also pushed the Chinese out of the region 
during the Lushan Rebellion in 755 AD. Tibet grew over the next few decades and ruled over Afghanistan, Banblades, Bhutan, 
Burma, China, India, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan, basically the whole region with the exception of India. 
This empire collapsed in the mid 8th century. The Mongols conquered Tibet but let them govern themselves and maintain their 
state religion. Eventually the country came under the control of the high lama of the Gelugpa school. He was the first to be 
named the Dalai Lama. There have been fourteen total. 


In 1911 the Xinhai Revolution ended the period of the Chinese Dynasties. Subsequently China became a republic. This was a 
period of great turbulence. During this time the Tibetan empire was chipped away. Eventually the remnant of the region came 
under the auspices of Lhasa. The 1913 to 1950 Tibetan nation maintained its autonomy until 1950 when Chinese Communist 
forces invaded the ill equipped region, subdued the population and annexed it into the People’s Republic of China. The Tibetan 
government was abolished in 1959. The Dalai Lama’s government fled to Dharamsala, India and a government in exile was 
formed. China committed genocide on the Tibetan people killing nearly one million of them during the Great Leap forward. 
They also destroyed over 6,000 monasteries. This in effect wiped out all historic Tibetan architecture (does this sound familiar 
to today’s woke revolution?). China continues to oppress the Tibetans and deals harshly with any unrest. 
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Amateur Radio Operations 


Dokufunk lists 6 operations from Tibet however there were two additional AC4TT 
operations both from AC4YN and the famous British Missions in Lhasa radio- [EF ratnreti yu. 
man AC4RF. 


AC4NC N. Chakravary, Lhasa 7/18/1953 20 meters 
AC4AX Shankar, Lhasa 3/8/1959 20 meters 

AC5A/AC4 Gus Browning, W4BPD, Massang Kyiungdu 5/23/1965 20 meters : 
AC4H Gus Browning, W4BPD, Massang Kyiungdu 5/23/1965 20 meters | 


AC4TF Sakae Tamogami 2/17/1969 20 meters 
ACATT Tibet Radio Club (memorial) 


The list also included a nod to Charles Harpole, K4VUD, who was also a filmmaker and is making a documentary film about 
Buddhism's diaspora from Tibet and China. 


AC4YN Sir Evan Nepean, (G5YN) (1936-1939) 


Evan Nepean was in charge of communications for the British Mission in Ti- 
bet. When he started his task India had telegraph posts set up in part of the 
country. The rest of mail delivery was by fast runners and horseback sol- 
diers. It was necessary for the British to construct a portable station to trans- 
mit diplomatic traffic back to Lhasa. The task fell on his associate Sidney 
Dagg. He had a station built from the ground up in India and hauled by Yak- 
Pack up to Lhasa. The station consisted of a 100 watt self-excited Colpitts 
oscillator using two AT50 triodes with a Collins balanced coupler and an All 
World Four battery receiver. Evan also had a Peshewar A 1-v-1 receiver he 
built covering 550 to 10 meters. 


The station was permanently installed in Gyantse. The antenna was a 30 
meter dipole 25 foot on a leg and 40 foot of parallel feedline. The antenna 
was supported on 40 masts and he operated from a tent. 30 meters at the 
time was the band used to communicate diplomatic traffic to Hong Kong. The 
feedline length accommodated operation on 20 meters. Evan’s first contact 
on 20 meters were several Indian stations (VU) followed by VKs and ZLs. He 
eventually was able to work England. Subsequently Evan was recalled to his 
infantry unit. Here is a link to a 73 magazine article on AC4YN on Dokufunk. 


We should note that Sidney Dagg also operated from AC4YN. BRITISH MISSION TO LHASA 1936-37,-“° 
Operatorg:Lioute, e¥, Neparn feaSzF--Dewger, Sigaalsand Mr. RAW. Fox 

Vi Pat ais LUCA Late fale “ID lee /LOOS feed 
Reg Fox AC4YN (1947-1957) TO RADIO UR C.W. wea SIGS. WORKED ae ON 7~ Mc/s 


Z AT/ 33° HRS. GMT- ONS -7-«é 
; : ; UR SIGS. WERE RST 79<QRM — QRN _— QSB_-z, 
Reg activated the call after WWII. He was an officer in the Royal Signals A 


group sent out from Calcutta to maintain the station built by Evan. When the 
mission ended he moved to Lhasa and married a Tibetan woman. He fled 
before the Chinese commie invasion and remained in Calcutta until India 
until his death. 


416454 Correspondence to : GYANtSE 


LIBEr, via CaLcurta, 


In 1947 Reg ran 18 watts to a long wire antenna and an AR88 receiver. In 
1949 Reg upgraded to 20 watts and an R107 receiver. It is hard to believe 
but Reg operated up to 1957, well after the Chinese invasion and two years before the government fled. In any case you had to 
have a fairly good station to do the heavy lifting or your QTH was in an adjacent country. 
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AC4RF Robert W. Ford, (1948-1950) 


One of the most interesting operators in Tibet was Robert W. Ford. He was the radio offi- 
cer at the British Mission in Lhasa. He later became a member of the Tibetan government 
and established the radio network in Tibet. His amateur call was AC4RF. He kept in touch 


ToraDIO..W3 EVN 


with his family via amateur radio by way of a tailor who lived in his home town in England. QTH joss % GYANTSE P Ontet, 
7 . F z . VIA SILIGURI. W.BENGAL, ise Ue 
This was far superior to regular mail which took 5 weeks to arrive. Furthermore, much of Confirming QSO ont9/12/h9. at 956. IST... on - .Me/s. 


the traffic and news came through ham radio. Robert was located in Chamdo, and his welt ee “Wf 
Ze 2 R.W. FORD. 


contact in Lhasa was none other than Reg Fox, AC4YN. 


Robert was in Tibet during the Chinese Communist invasion. He made a run for Lhasa rid- 
ing over a 15,000 foot pass at night only to find the Chinese waiting for him on the other 
side. He was interrogated and imprisoned by the commies for radio espionage. Robert 
spent 5 years in prison under that oppressive regime and was released in 1955. After his 
release from prison, Mr. Ford rejoined the British Diplomatic Service serving at various 
posts, including Washington D.C. He retired in 1987. Robert passed away on September 
20, 2013 at 90 years old. His life is another ham radio legend! 


He authored a book, "Wind Between The Worlds", which chronicles his life in Tibet and 
subsequent imprisonment. Mr. Ford was given the International Campaign for Tibet Light 
of Truth Award by the Dalai Lama. Here are links to an articles on Mr. Ford. Robert 


Ford Book Excerpt 


“A radio amateur in Australia told me | had been reported missing. 

The rumor had evidently been started deliberately by a pirate station in Peking which was operating on my fre- 
quency and using my call sign. | contacted him myself one night, and when | challenged him, he shut down at 
once. His location was deduced by an Australian in Hong Kong who had a directional aerial. What his purpose 
was | never discovered, but he certainly succeeded in worrying my parents. | was worried for their sake when | 
was told I had been reported missing in the British press. 


roe B53 


OA muremesia 


Of course | had written letters, but the mail was very slow. Postal arrangements were complicated by the fact that Tibet was not a member of the Universal 
Postal Union. (...) At the very best a letter from Chamdo took five weeks to reach my home in Burton-on-Trent, travelling by air from India. But that was excep- 
tional. Since the radio link had been established the number of couriers going to Lhasa had been greatly reduced, and sometimes my letters were lying about 
for weeks in the Foreign Office before someone remembered to pass them to my friend. 

| knew that newspaper reports about my part of the world were often alarming and almost always inaccurate, as they were based on rumors picked up outside 
Tibet, and | was very anxious to let my parents know | was safe. The bad radio conditions lasted longer than usual, and Fox was unable to help. Night after 
night I sat over my radio, trying desperately to contact England. Then, at last | heard a weak call sign with the prefix G. 

It was a general call from G5JF, and as soon as the transmission stopped, | gave out my own call sign, AC4RF. There was no reply. My power was too low for 
my transmissions to be heard in England. 


G5JF was picked up by a Swiss amateur, and | listened to their conversation. Finally, G5JF said: 
“Am on the air every Wednesday, 1630 G.M.T. My position, Burton-on-Trent. CUAGN. (See you again.)” 
Burton-on-Trent! 


1630 G.M.T. was 10 P.M. Tibetan time, and | was waiting at my radio long before then the following Wednesday. Sure, enough G5JF came on with a general 
call. Again, | replied at once, my hand trembling on the key as | almost willed the dots and dashes through the ether. 
G5JF picked me up. 


He was a tailor named Jefferies, and Wednesday was early-closing day in Burton-on-Trent. He knew me by repute, for he also had read in the press that | was 
missing. He promised to tell my parents that | was safe, and we arranged to speak again the following Wednesday. 

Conditions were better then, and after making contact Jefferies went over on voice. 

“Can you operate phone?” he asked me. 


“can, but my power's too low for you to heard. | can hear you all right, though,” | tapped out. 

‘I’ve got a surprise for you,” said Jefferies. “Hold on a moment.” 

Then | heard another voice say: “Hullo, Robert.” 

It was my father. 

| was so overcome with emotion that | doubt if | could have replied even if | had been able to use phone. | tapped out an answering message, and at the other 
end Jefferies transcribed, and my father spoke again. In this way we exchanged news. 


The following Wednesday | heard my mother’s voice. After that it became normal for my parents to ring me up on Wednesdays. They were never able to hear 
my voice, but all they wanted was to know | was safe. For me their voices were everything. 


| told some of the Tibetans that | could hear my parents talking from England, but they were not greatly impressed. They not could really understand how far 
England was. “ 
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Robert Webster Ford, AC4RF (Silent Key, 1923-2013) 
Adapted from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


This article is about a British radio operator and diplomat. 


Robert Webster Ford (born 27 March 1923 in Burton-on-Trent, died 20 September 2013 in London) was a radio operator and British diplomat who worked in 
Tibet in the late 1940s.[2] He was one of the few Westerners to be appointed by the Government of Tibet in the period of de facto independence between 1912 
and the year 1950 when the Chinese army marched on Chamdo. In 1994, he declared that during the five years he spent in Tibet, he "had the opportunity to 
witness and experience at first hand the reality of Tibetan independence." 


Robert Webster Ford was the son de Robert Ford, a brewery engine-driver, and Beatrice Ford, who lived in Church Road at Rolleston-on-Dove. He attended 
Rolleston Primary School and Burton-on-Trent Grammar School. As he did not relish the idea of spending the rest of his life in a bank or office in Burton-on- 
Trent and wanted to travel and see the world, he enlisted as an apprentice in the Royal Air Force when he left school at 16. In 1943, he was posted to India but 
soon became disillusioned, and jumped at the offer of a job as radio operator in Lhasa, Tibet, at the end of World War Il. 


In 1945, he joined the British Mission in Lhasa as a radio officer and had an audience with the 14-year-old 14th Dalai Lama in Lhasa. The same year he was 
transferred to Gangtok, Sikkim, where he worked on British India relations with Tibet. In Sikkim, he befriended Rai Saheb Pemba Tsering,[5] the father of Dr. 
Pemba, the first Tibetan-born doctor trained in western medicine. When India became independent in 1947, Robert Ford returned to Lhasa and was appointed 
by the Government of Tibet, becoming the first foreigner to be given an official rank in the country. As Tibetans had a problem in pronouncing "F", "Ford" be- 
came Phodo (and later in Kham, he was to become known as Phodo Kusho, "Ford Esquire"). After one year in Lhasa, he was requested to go to Chamdo, 
capital of eastern Tibet (Kham), to establish a radio link between Lhasa and Chamdo. With three wireless operator students, he left for the city in 1949. They 
helped the Governor General of Kham, Lhalu Tsewang Dorje, improve defence in Chamdo and the surrounding area. In addition, a direct link was established 
for the first time between Lhasa and Chamdo. Early in 1950, Lhalu requested Ford shorten the training of the wireless operator students. By that time, new 
instructors had arrived to train soldiers in the use of Bren guns. Robert Ford wrote that "the Tibetan Army began to look a little less like something out of the 
Middle Ages." 


He was arrested in 1950 by the advancing Chinese army, along with the Governor General of Kham, Ngabo Ngawang Jigme, and other Tibetan officials. The 
People's Republic of China accused him of espionage, spreading anti-communist propaganda and causing the death of Geda Lama, a vice president of the 
provincial government of Xikang and envoy from the Chinese government who was to have submitted a 10-point peace proposal to the Lhasa government. 


Ford spent nearly 5 years in jail, in constant fear of being executed, and was subjected to interrogation and thought reform. Only in 1954 was he allowed to 
send a letter to his parents. At the end of 1954 his trial was held and he was sentenced to ten years jail. He was eventually released and expelled in 1955. 


In 1957, he published the book Captured in Tibet (U.S. title Wind Between the Worlds) about his experience. The book was reissued in 1990 under the title 
with a preface by the Dalai Lama and an epilogue by the author entitled "The Occupation". 


In 1956 he was appointed at the British Diplomatic Service and served in the Foreign Office in London, Vietnam, Indonesia, United States, Morocco, Angola, 
Sweden, France and finally as Consul-General in Geneva. The same year, he married Monica Tebbett, a childhood friend. They were married for 55 years and 
had two sons, Martin and Giles. 


He retired in 1987 and was awarded Commander of the Order of the British Empire. 


After his retirement, Ford lectured in support of the Tibetan Government in Exile in various countries (the UK, other European countries, Australia and the 
United States). In 1992, he undertook a countrywide lecture tour in India, at the request of the Dalai Lama. However, the tour was brought to an abrupt end 
when Ford was put under house arrest in Dharamsala by the Indian authorities as the lectures coincided with Chinese Premier Li Peng's official visit to India. 
Ford had to return to Britain earlier than expected. 


On September 13, 1994, together with other foreigners who lived, visited and worked in Tibet prior to 1950, Ford was invited for lunch by the 14th Dalai Lama, 
then on a visit to London, to exchange their reminiscences and endorse a statement that Tibet was a fully sovereign country before 1950. 


In 1996, Ford was able to arrange the first meeting between the 14th Dalai Lama Tenzin Gyatso and a member of the British royal family. The Dalai Lama met 
Queen Elizabeth and the Queen mother, with Ford, on 17 July, at Clarence House. 


On his 90th birthday, on March 27, 2013, the former radio operator was handed the last of his salary, a 100 Tam Srang note worth 65 pounds, by the Tibetan 
Government in Exile, at a ceremony in London. 


On 13 April 2013, Ford was given the International Campaign for Tibet's Light of Truth Award by the 14th Dalai Lama in Fribourg, Switzerland. 


He passed away at the age of 90 on 20 September 2013 in London. 


For references see the orginal Wikipedia article "Robert W. Ford," http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_W._Ford 
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AC4TF Sakae K. Tamogami (1949) 


Sakae operated from Tibet in 1949. He also was on of the operators in Manchukuo, the 
WWII Japanese occupied territory of China which was set up with a puppet government. 
There is no other information about this contact. 


ACANC N. Chakravarty (1948-1953) 


Chak worked in the India Mission to Tibet. Before this post he worked in Sikkim and also 
operated there. What is interesting is that he first operated before the commie take over and | 
then after 3 years of radio silence he was back on the air! Remember, Tibet was not fully 
assimilated by the maniacal Asian mongrels until several years after their “liberation”. 


ON4QX/AC4 Bob L. Berge (1955) 


Again there is not a lot said about Bob’s DXpedi- 
tion except that he attempted to operate from 
several entities including Nepal which refused 
his request. There are two QSL cards from this 
operation. The dates are months apart implying 
that he went twice. There is question whether 
this was an approved operation by the Tibetan 
government or Bob just slipped in. 


HIMALAYA EXPEDITION TIBET 
i ZONE 23 

ravio WP Qf A rst 74 cmt 6/0 

AL-A3. 14-21-28 me. ALM adel 955 


ON4Qx/AC 


TX: 62 W-807, RX=OV2.- 
WAC - WBE - BERTA - DMCC - WOSA- W. Jf Z. 
- 4e4 - WNACA-DUF/B- 7 


PETER HOLMES 
care to Bob. L. Th. Beret 


AC4AX Deb Shankar Seal (1958-1959) _ C “tet share 4 


Shankar also worked fro the Indian Consulate in Lhasa. He operated AM on 20 meters! Note 
that his QSL card also indicated he was on CW and SSB as well. 


And then there is Gus Browning... fa ieee 
Confirming 2- AM-CW-SSB QSO with W4! on 14 Mc 
At Pe 8-3-1959 UR SIGSR 3 S$ 4 TO BSR QSL TNX. 


AC5A/4 Gus Browning (1963 & 1965) ee a 


re, 


It seems Gus too slipped into Tibet in 1963 and operated on a trip to Sikkim. If this is true it 
was a very risky endeavor. 


Apparently he returned with the call sign AC4H in 1965. There was an article on the adven- 
ture however it is lost in the stacks... somewhere. 


You have to give him credit. He was fearless in his travels! 


On the next two pages is a Tibet article from the December 1985 World Radio Today Maga- 
zine. It was found on the World Radio History Website another great historical resource. 


Until next time... 
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At an altitude of 12000 feet, Tibet would seem to 


have distinct advantages for the radio amateur. Yet 
as John Heys, G3BDQ, discovers, only a handful of 
amateurs have ever operated from AC4... 


The country of Tibet conjures up 
many images. For many years ac- 
cess was forbidden to Westerners, 
except for a short spell in the 
1930s and 40s when the remote 
mountainous state was open to a 
measure of development. Then the 
incursion of China once more effec- 
tively sealed off the country. When 
still a schoolboy, | was impressed 
by the film ‘Lost Horizon’ which sug- 
gested that perfection and time- 
lessness could be found in the lost 
valley of Shangrila in Tibet 

Since June 1974, Tibet has 
been a part of China and perusal of 
any good atlas produced between 
1900 and 1914 shows that even 
then Tibet was considered to be 
part of the Imperial Chinese Empire. 
However, following a military inva- 
sion, British influence grew with 
the Governments of the inter war 
years maintaining an important 
mission in Lhasa, the capital city. 
Tibet covers 1400 miles east- 
west, 600 miles north-south and 


EEE eee 


DECEMBER 1985 


sO was seen as a useful buffer 
against possible enemies (eg 
Russia) in the north, 


ca AC4 


In January 1946, | was for 
tunate to spend a few weeks in 
Kashmir (with all expenses paid by 
HM Government). During that 
memorable visit, | actually reached 
a point no more than 150 miles 
from the Tibetan border and saw 
real Tibetan traders with their slow 
moving, heavily laden yaks on the 
mountain passes. Although the 
post war scramble for DX was not 
$0 hectic as now, the competition 
was still fierce. Everyone seemed 
to be striving to put CQ zone 23 
and especially Tibet ‘into the bag’. | 
must confess that | never once 
heard a transmission from Tibet 
during that time and it now looks as 
if very few European amateurs ac- 
tually had QSOs with AC4 (Tibet) 
or AC3 (Sikkim). Now, of course, 
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Tibet is no longer on the DXCC 
Country list which makes past 
QSOs even more interesting. 

My hunger for rare and unusual 
QSL cards to grace my large collec- 
tion led me to search for Tibetan 
examples, A few years ago ! wrote 
to Lt Col (Retd) Sir Evan Y Nepean 
Bt, GS5SYN, who had previously 
spent some years attached to the 
British Mission in Lhasa and had 
operated from there as AC4YN., Sir 
Evan naturally wished to hold on to 
the few original QSls in his 
possession, but kindly let me have 
photo-copies of these cards. 


AC4YN On The Air 


AC4YN had three operators 
before WW2 and they were named 
as Lt E Y Nepean and S J Dagg, 
both in the Royal Signals, and also 
Mr RN Fox on the station’s QSL 
card. During the years 1936-37 
their transmitter was just a simple 
self-excited push-pull Colpitts 
oscillator coupled to a half wave 
antenna on the 14MHz band. The 
receiver was a three valve ‘straight’ 
using a screened grid RF amplifier, 
a detector and one stage of AF 
amplification and it used a 40’ long 
Marconi aerial. 

All correspondence with 
AC4YN had to be directed to 
Gyantse, Tibet, via Calcutta. 
Amongst the OSL cards received at 
AC4YN was a listener report from 
AA licence holder T S White, 
2DPX, then living in Mansfield, 
who gave AC4YN RS and S3 to 4 
on June Sth 1938. Rather op- 
timistically 2DPX wrote °’ Ere 
hpe have full call soon es hpe QSO. 
Watsa?. . ."' | hope he made it! In 
December 1936 VK6JE worked 
AC4YN and a few months earlier 
the Chinese station XUBHR had 
made contact from Hangchow. In 
1937, VK2BA was worked from 
Tibet and written on his card was 

Vy psed to wrk my first AC4. 
pse QSLL om 

! feel sure that Sir Evan Nepean 
will not mind me giving a few 
details from his QSL cards. The 
earliest card | have was sent from 
‘British 5YN’ to GSUF in 1928 
when 5SYN was living in Win 
chester. A card sent to Arthur 
Milne, G2MI, in 1949 names the 
operator as Major E Y Nepean, R. 
Signals. Later cards from 1961 to 
the present indicate that GSYN had 
by then risen to become Lt Col 


please mention HRT when replying to advertisements. 73 G4NXV 13 
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TH Se GYANT 
vie SILIGURI, W BENGA 


Your Sigrid Sides 2 


Pye QSL vie ® 568 


A very rare card from Bob Ford operating as AC4RF from 
Chiamdo near the Chinese border in September 1949, He 
was later captured and imprisoned by the Chinese for spying. 


{Retd) and @ Baronet. The tater 
cards also indicate that Sir Evan 
had formerly held the calls VU2YN, 
VUQ, AC4YN, VSTYN, LA9SYO and 
OL2YN! He remains very active and 
may sometimes be found on 8Om 
SSB. 


Other Operators 


Very little is known about what 
is probably the first amateur radio 
operation from Tibet. The operator 
can only be identified as Mr Moore 
(no first names) who was with the 
Lamb expedition to Northern Tibet 
in 1932. The callsign used by 
Moore was AC4UU and the expedi 
tion leader was Harold D Lamb, a 
noted American explorer of Asia. 

Mr RN {Reg) Fox of AC4YN 
fame continued operating the sta- 
tion up to and for a short period 
after WW2. Also in Tibet, and 
worked often by Fox was 4 mis- 
sionary located in Choni who held 
the call AC4JS, but this station 
was not known to be active after 
the war. Reg Fox was still using up 
the old AC4YN pre-war OSL cards 
during 1946 when he worked 
VU2BC on 28 and 14MHz; by then 
the transmitter was a portable rig 
using a 6L6 valve running at 20 
watts from a battery supply. His 
receiver was a Hallicrafters $27. At 
an altitude of 12,000 feet Reg 
surely had &@ good ‘take-off"! 
Another Lhasa station was 
AC4NC, Mr N Chakravarti (‘Chak’), 
who was at the Indian Mission from 
1948. ‘Chak’ had previously been 
operating for two years as AC3NC 
from the now non-existent state of 
Sikkim 

In 1946, R W (Bob) Ford was 
working as AC3SS at Gangtok in 
Sikkim and in 1948, he moved to 
Tibet where he was licensed as 


CARF 


on, F ’ Bes 
Confirming, GSO 00 1/9/02 .otdt59 Sn 


AC4RF and set up his station in 
Lhasa. Bob is famous for his amaz- 
ing two month journey in 1949 
from Lhasa to Chiamdo in eastern 
Tibet, a distance of more than 360 
miles over some of the most rugged 
terrain in the world. A QSL card 
from Bob Ford when he was at 
Chiamdo, sent to G2MI, is clearly 
endorsed in red typescript CHIAM- 
DO East Tibet, 31 30 North, 97 35 
East’. Some of the stations worked 
while he was there thought he was 
actually in China, because their 
maps showed Chiamdo to be 
across the border, However, my 
own 1905 map clearly shows 
Chiamdo as being about 30 miles 
into Tibet. Bob explained to 
doubters that the Tibetans didn’t 
draw maps but the Chinese did! At 
that time, the inhabitants of Chiam- 
do were Tibetan, spoke Tibetan 
language and were governed from 
Lhasa, Later in October 1950 when 
China occupied Tibet, Bob Ford was 
captured and later charged with 
spying and ‘spreading separatist 
propaganda’ by suggesting that 
Chiamdo was in Tibet! Bob was 
released in 1955 and he returned 
safely to England. 

Between 1950 and 1953 there 


A 1928 QSL card sent by 


SYN to G5UF for a QSO despite very bad QRM. 
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A July 1946 card to VU2BC from Bob Ford operating as 
AC3S55 in Gangtok, Sikkim. 


was nO amateur radio operation 
from Tibet, but in 1953 AC4NC, 
Chak, operated from the Indian 
Mission in Lhasa. Chak informed 
the world via his rig that Reg was a 
‘silent key’ having died in India. 
Another Indian operator, Deb 
Shankar Seal, VU2AC, established 
AC4AX in the Indian Consulate, 
Lhasa during most of 1958 and 
1959 and was usually found on 
14MHz AM phone. The last 
amateur operation from Tibet took 
place in 1964 an ‘under-cover’ ex- 
ercise during the hours of darkness 
by OX-peditioner Gus Browning. 
Gus slipped across the border into 
Tibet from Bhutan for a one night 
stand using the call AC5SA/AC4, 
the whole operation being strictly 
illegal and a very risky undertaking. 

The final annexation of Tibet by 
China was in 1974 and it put an 
end to amateur radio operation 
from that country. Hopefully, the 
awakening interest in amateur 
radio and the setting up of a few 
stations in China in recent times, 
may one day result in future opera- 
tions from that part of the country 
which was once Tibet, the ‘Land of 
the Llamas’ and the ‘Roof of the 
World’! 


“> doe 


SCDXC Newsletter May 2022 


TID BITS 
For Sale (K6RO) 


Elecraft K3/100 Transceiver 
100 watts 
2.7 KHz SSB Filter 
KVX3 I/O Transverter 
KIO3 RS232 
Great entry level radio. 
Power cord and manual. 
$1295 


Same as above with a built in tuner $1495. 


If you want custom options, please email. 


| have many options available that are no longer being 
made by Elecraft. 


P3 Panadapter $795.00 
Add VGA $1050 


The Ultimate SSB Receiving Station (N6RV) 


Here is a video on a massive rhombic array built in 1938 


Rhombic 
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Resource Page 


Useful Sites ARRL VE Exam Sessions 
NOHR DXpedition Map To find an ARRL exam sessions in your area go to the website: 


www.n0hr.com/wk34/ 


http://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session 


The DX Zone 
www.dxzone.com/catalog/DX_Resources/ F 
Club and Conduct Sites 
The Daily DX SSO 


www.dailydx.com/ 


Officer Guidelines 
Announced DX Ops 


www.ng3k.com/misc/adxo.html http://www.scdxc.org/download/Officer_Guidelines.pdf 
DXing.info 
/www.dxing.info/dxpeditions/ DX Code of Conduct 
DX 425 News http://www.dx-code.org/ 
www.425dxn.org/d d/ 
—— Solar Flux Index 
DX Italia DX News —sFi 
www.marioi2map.it 
———27 per. Mov. Avg. (SFI) 
DH9SB Weekly DX Calendar : : 
http://www.dx-info.de — Poly. (SFI) 


Southern California Contest Club 
http://www.socalcontestclub.org/ 
Sixth District QSL Bureau 
www.QSLBureau.org 


Propagation 
Blast-Off! 


It looks like Dr. MclIntosh’s predic- 
tion is true! This is going to be one 
of the strongest cycles in recent 
history! Is you station up to par? 
Get ready. 


SLOz/oly 
SLoz/9z/s 


LLOZ/ LLL 
bi 


Sunspot Number 


Strongest Cycle Ever? — 


Biggest Cycle? 


——727 per. Mov. Avg. (SSN) 


Poly. (SSN) 


Understanding Indices - K9LA 


What to Expect During the Rising 


Years of Solar Cycle 25 - You- 
Tube 


The Termination Event | Space- 


weather.com 


SLOz/9Z/r 
SLOZ/6L/9 
910z/8/S 
QLOZ/L/L 
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| Store | E-mail | Direct Toll Free a ae 
Anaheim ana@hamracio.com| O] I 4-714-533-7373 = O [0 Bl 4-200-254-0160] 0 BI y-714-539-0405 SO 


San Diego |sd@hamradio.com hamradio.com | [ [8] +.g58.560-4900 YW | U Bl 1-800-854-6046 & HO Bl 1-958-560-1705 SU 


Island Amplifier 
John Stanford, KF6I 

1260 Vina Del Mar Ave. 
Placentia, CA 92870 
email: wo8svn@gmail.com 
web: islandamplifier.com 
(714) 412-7399 


The DX Store 


No BS. Just good old fashioned customer service. 


Heil PRO7 Simply The Best 


s bg to 


Available in Four Colors 


Legacy ALPHA Repairs, Panels & Parts 


Tork Technologies 


Electromagnetic Compatibility Consulting 
John Stanford 
R President - CEO 


1260 Vina Del Mar Ave (714) 412-7399 
Placentia, CA 92870 wb8svn@gmail.com 


vww.islandamplifier.com 


sales@dxstore.com 
www. dxstore.com Z 
Precision Collins Services 


PANELS, COVERS & PARTS FOR 
YOUR ALPHA ETO AMPLIFIERS 


Make your Alpha look BRAND NEW! 


Expert Amplifier Repair Service 
HF-VHF-UHF-Microwave 
Tube and Solid-State 


Island Amplifier 
USA 


(724) 422-7399 
John Stanford, KF61 
www.islandamplifier.com 
wb8svn@gmail.com 


US Authorized Distributor and Repair Facility for 
RF-Kit Power Amplifier & BEKO Elektronik 


Electrical Distribution Systems 
Design & Installation 


Urban E. Stiess - W6MPB 
CBT, CBNT, CTO 
CSLB# 842820 FCC# PG00010828 


W6MPB@ATT.NET 


Model RF2K-S, Fully-built, 
FCC-Certified Legal-Limit HF 

Linear Amplifier 

160 through 6-meter bands ¢ AM, SSB, CW, 
Digital modes ¢ Interfaces with ALL 
transceivers ¢ FREE on-line software 
updates ¢ Built-in tuner © Pin-diode T/R 


Collins S/Line Product Support 


Veteran-Owned 


& a 


Steve Berman, N6HK 
(661) 557.0014 
n6hk@hotmail.com 


switching ¢ Fully remote capable « 
TFT Touch Screen display 


High Power VHF/UHF Amplifiers & B E K 
Low Noise Preamplifiers 

Standard Models for 2-meter through 23- BLEKTRONIK 
centimeter bands * SSB, CW, FM, Digital 

modes * EME ¢ Meteor Scatter * Built-in 

preamp sequencer 


MICHAEL D CLEARY, AI6WE 
WILDOMAR, CA 92595 
(951) 764-7534 


All above Bavaria, Germany products include: 
Latest LDMOS Solid-State Technology * High Efficiency * Instant- 


ON ¢ Lightweight * Whisper quiet operation Integrated power 
supplies © Input spike, temperature and VSWR protection * 
Free Shipping 


ANTENNA AND TOWER WORK 


i 
NAMCITy.com 
) The Wireless Communication Warehouse 


Sales: *Local: (310) 390-8003 *FAX: (310) 390-4393 
Email Support: sales@hamcity.com 


323-295-5411 


Live Support via Instant Msg *AIM: hamcityim 
*Yahoo hamcityim *MSN: 


